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Table 1- Chemical analysis of slow-release Fermocomplex fertilizer used in the experiment.
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Table 2- Treatments and repetitions in the test stages.

35S ldae
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SIS (kg m?) Lol 50,
Replication . L Treatments code
oS ieed Sls al e
Reproductive Vegetative Seedling stage
stage stage
3 0 0-0-3
0
3 3 3-0-3
3
3 0 0-3-3
3
3 3 3-3-3
3 0 0-0-6
0
3 6 6-0-6
6
3 0 0-6-6
6
3 6 6-6-6
3 0 0-0-9
0
3 9 9-0-9
9
0 0 0-9-9
9
0 9 9-9-9
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The codes of the treatments indicate the amount of fertilizer used from right to left in the first, second, and third
stages respectively.
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Table 3- The variance analysis of the effect of different levels of slow-release Fermocomplex fertilizer on morphological indices and nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potassium content of Pelargoniumx hortorum ‘Maverik Star’.

Sl S0k
Mean Squares 2 S e
el A i coT T JSolas S sl as gy SV Sourceof
aisy i, oyl oyl FE Sl df. variation
K P N Chl. F. No. L. No. P.H.
R.D.W. R.F.W. S.D.W. S.F.wW. S.D. B. No.
Lo
0.001™ 0.0007"™ 0.007™ 486.28"™  14.69™  361.88™ 87.26™ 3959.12™ 16.9™ 38.20™ 3185.42™ 66.25" 418.23™ 9 o
Treatment
e
0.002 0.0007 0.003 21.6 0.89 27.31 2.77 43.19 2.16 1.46 80.2 0.6 8.42 20
Error
Sl o 5
3.38 10.72 3.39 27.9 16.9 13.18 15.95 13.59 13.08 22.42 15.54 14.61 9.81 cV
(%)

F. No.: number of Flowers, L. No.: number of leaves, B. No.: Number of branches, P.H.: Plant Height, S.D.: Stem diameter, F.F.W.: Flower fresh weight,
S.F.W.: Shoot fresh weight, S.D.W.: Shoot dry weight, R.F.W.: Root fresh weight, R.D.W.: Root dry weight, Chl.: Chlorophyll (SPAD value), K: Potassium, P:

phosphorus, N: Nitrogen.

ns and **: Significant at the 5% and non-significance respectively.
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Table 4- Effect of different levels of Fermocomplex fertilizer on plant height, number of stem branches,
number of leaves, number of flowers, and leaf chlorophyll content of Pelargoniumx hortorum "Maverik Star’.

>4e) J25 /8

sl < s
(ol Jf Sl g_fﬁ Sl oL Cu”‘ o s
) Sl Plant -
Chlorophyll Flower Leaf heiaht Treat N
(SPAD number number ~ Branches €19 reatments
number (cm)
value)
7.4° 0.68 14.3¢ 1f 12.8f 0-0-3
28.82 9.32 98.62 11.6P 41,32 0-3-3
7.9¢ 2.6cde 27.6¢ 2f 21.6% 3-0-3
28.82 102 942 132 471,99 3-3-3
6.9¢ 3cd 54.3¢ 1.3f 17.4¢f 0-0-6
5.6¢ 4.6° 44°¢ 1.6f 25.6¢ 6-0-6
352 5.6° 70 6.64 35.5¢ 0-6-6
18.1° 10.62 101.32 10¢ 36.8¢bc 6-6-6
8.5¢ 1.69% 19d 1.3f 17.8¢ 0-0-9
36.92 5.6¢ 52.6°¢ 4.3 44,82 0-9-9
- - - - - 9-0-9*
_ _ _ - R 9-9-9*
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In each column, means with the same letters are not significantly different at P< 5% according to LSD. The codes of
the treatments indicate the amount of fertilizer used from right to left in the first, second and third stages
respectively* Plants died with 9-0-9 and 9-9-9 treatments.
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Table 5- The effect of different levels of slow-release Fermocomplex fertilizer on the fresh and dry weight of
root and shoot of Pelargoniumx hortorum ‘Maverik Star’.

S 055 ool o 5 055

iy, K O) B .
Root fresh ool Shoot fresh boles
Roor dry W.
© W. Shoot dry W. W. Treatments
@ Q) @

3.2f 27.3° 3.4f 7.1° 0-0-3

8.93? 57.858 7.57b 18.9« 3-0-3

6.29¢ 45,88 16.75% 87.96° 0-3-3

9.6 48.4° 19.3° 94.6° 3-3-3

8.1%® 47.33° 6.1%f 14.65% 0-0-6

7.43c 45.56™ 8.56"¢ 24.63° 6-0-6

3.46 27.3° 9.77° 62.4° 0-6-6

3.8 33.4% 16.5° 95.5 6-6-6

5.2% 37.7¢ 5.3 13.3% 0-0-9

2.7 25.5° 11° 64.2° ‘0-9-9

- - i - 9-0-9

- - - - *9-9-9

555 Jlie adias OLad lasled 5oy tilas LSD 05051 70 T 53 l3 e Sl Bl S te O G oS Gl S G b Sl
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Abstract

Achieving a precise fertilization program is very important in potted plant cultivation. This issue becomes
more important in the use of slow-release fertilizers, which provide nutrients to the plant for a longer
period. For this purpose, the effect of applying Fermocomplex, a slow-release fertilizer with an 18-11-12
S+Mg+TE formula, on the growth and development of geranium was investigated. The research was done
in a completely randomized design and with the use of different amounts of fertilizer during three stages
(planting seeds (seedling stage), transferring seedlings to pots (vegetative stage), and transferring plants to
final pots until flowering (reproductive stage)) in a medium including 10% rice husk + 40% perlite + 50%
peat moss. In the first stage, the treatments included 3, 6, and 9 kg m-3, and in the second and third
stages, they included 0, 3, 6, and 9 kg m-3 of fertilizer. Based on the amount of fertilizer at each stage, the
treatments were identified with three-digit codes, each number representing the amount of fertilizer. After
6 months of seed sowing, growth indices were measured, including plant height, leaf number, stem
diameter, number of branches, fresh and dry weight of shoots and roots, number of flowers, and
chlorophyll, nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium content of leaves. Based on the results, different
amounts of fertilizer caused significant differences in chlorophyll content and all growth indices except
the stem diameter but did not affect the amount of leaf nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. The greatest
plant heights (41.9 cm and 44.8 cm) were observed in the treatments with 3 kg m™ across all three stages
(treatment 3-3-3) and 9 kg m™ in the first and second stages (treatment 9-9-0), respectively. Similarly, the
highest number of inflorescences (9.3, 10, and 10.6) was recorded in treatments 3-3-0, 3-3-3, and 6-6-6,
respectively. In general, plants that were fertilized in two or three stages, in most traits such as height,
chlorophyll content, number of leaves, number of flowers, fresh and dry weight of shoot and root, were
superior to plants that were fertilized in only one stage. The best growth was observed with the
consumption of 3 kg m-3 fertilizer in all three stages (3-3-3 treatment), and a higher amount of fertilizer.
Keywords: Chlorophyll, Fertilization, Flowering, Geranium, Growth.
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